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St Leonard's Street, Middleton Experimental Traffic Regulation Order 
 

 

Executive Summary 

 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to appraise the committee of proposals for St 

Leonard’s Street, Middleton using the Government’s Active Travel Fund 

1.2 Furthermore it is to seek approval to implement an Experimental Traffic 
Regulation Order to introduce a prohibition of motor vehicles on St Leonard’s 
Street. 

 

Recommendation 

 
2.1 It is recommended that Members approve an experimental scheme as 

detailed in paragraph 2.2 and authorise the Head of Highways and 

Engineering Service to promote, advertise and make the required 

Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (‘TRO’). 

2.2 To approve the introduction of an experimental TRO to prohibit motor vehicles 

from driving along St Leonard’s Street, to create a walking and cycling route 

free from vehicular traffic. The proposed length of road to be closed to motor 

vehicles is to be from a point approximately 30-40 metres west of Long Street 

to a point approximately 40 metres from Morton Street. The extent of the road 

to be closed to motor vehicles may be varied prior to the scheme being 

implemented but it is envisaged that no vehicular accesses will be affected by 

the proposals. 

2.3 The experimental order will require statutory consultation, then it will be 

implemented which will be the start of a public consultation exercise for a 

period of up to 6-months during which time objections can be made. Any 

representations made during this period will be reviewed and presented back 

to Middleton Township for consideration 



2.4 Should no objections be received to the experimental TRO, the committee is 
asked to authorise the Head of Highways and Engineering Service to make 
the experimental TRO permanent. 

 

Reason for Recommendation 

 
3.1  Rochdale Council have been successful in obtaining Active Travel Fund from 

Central Government with the principal aim to reallocate road space from 

motorised vehicles to active forms of travel such as walking and cycling. 

Key Points for Consideration 

 
4.1 In order to achieve a successful bid, the Highways Service have reimagined 

the space along St Leonard’s Street to allow for increased walking and 

dedicated cycling lanes, by promoting an Active Neighbourhood style closure 

of the road to vehicular traffic. 

4.2 There will be a six-month objection period for affected parties to raise their 
concerns. 

 
Alternatives Considered 

 
4.3 Keep St Leonard’s Street in its existing form and do not undertake any work. 

4.4 There are very few viable alternatives which meet the criteria for the Active 

Travel Fund. 

Costs and Budget Summary 

 
5.1 The recommendation would require an experimental TRO and physical works 

on-site to close the road to vehicular traffic as detailed in paragraph 2.2. 

5.2 The cost of the TRO for the scheme is approximately £15,000 and is being 

wholly funded by the Government’s Active Travel Fund. 

Risk and Policy Implications 

 
6.1 To implement the above option an experimental TRO would be required. 
 
6.2 This experimental TRO would form part of the Government’s Active Travel 

Fund announced during the COVID Pandemic. 
 
6.3 If no objections are received to the experimental TRO within a 6 month 

objection period, the experimental TRO can be made permanent. 
 
6.4 If objections are received to the experimental TRO, the matter will be further 

considered by this Committee before a decision is made on whether to make 
the experimental TRO permanent. 

 



Consultation 

 
7.1 Consultation is to take place, much of which is a statutory requirement as 
described in Section 2.3. 
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